THE   SUMMER   OF   THE   CONSULATE
Ney's business, therefore, to avoid all appearances of a
foreign military nature as far as possible and keep the
proposals open, also disclaiming the empty rumour that
Napoleon had designs upon the Presidency- of the Hel-
vetian Republic. Meanwhile, encouraged by the know-
ledge of these French preparations, the Republican
Government was again meeting in Berne, though the
patriot troops of the Confederate body were still under
arms.
Ney, seeing that it was no time for half-measures,
made an energetic beginning. He sent a report to Paris
from Berne, where he arrived on the 23rd, containing
his plans for holding the troubled district with twelve
infantry battalions, six squadrons of cavalry, and twelve
guns. But without waiting for an answer he ordered
the dissolution of the local Government, backing his
authority by armed displays at Berne, Thun, Freiburg,
Solothun, and Basle, while ordering General Seras, who
commanded at Geneva, to move against a concentration
of patriot levies at Zurich.
For the most part these were roughly armed peasant
insurgents, and after a peaceful parade of the force under
Seras, and a hurried visit by Ney, order was,restored in
the city. But the local Diet still continued in office,
while reports during the first week of November were
responsible for Ney having some of the leading Con-
federates held in custody. This, together with the
tidings that French troops were moving down the Alpine
passes to complete the investment, finally broke the
patriots, "who before the end of the month were dispatch-
ing delegates to treat with Napoleon in Paris. The result
of their visit was the signing of a Decree of Mediation
on February i9th 1803.
Ney's ministry was then concerned -with the transfer
of government from Berne to Freiburg, and the appoint-
ment of D'Affry as President of the Helvetian Republic;
while he also obtained a vote for 625,000 francs, in
keeping with Napoleon's dictum that troops must be
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